
CLASS:JSS1

SUBJECT:BUSINESSSTUDIES

WEEK:8

TOPIC:COMPUTERANDPARTS

LEARNINGOBJECTIVES:

1.MeaningofComputer

2.GenerationsofComputers

3.TypesofComputers

4.ClassificationofComputers

5.PartsofComputer

MeaningofComputer:Computerisanelectronicmachinethatreceivesandprocessdatain

ordertoproduceusableinformation.Itcanstore,retrieve,editandmergedataorinformation.

GenerationsofComputers:

1.FirstGenerationComputer(1943-1958):thecomputerusesvacuum tubesasmemory.

2.SecondGenerationComputer(1959-1963):thecomputerusestransistorasthecomputer

circuits.

3.ThirdGenerationComputer(1964-1970):thisgenerationwascharacterizedbyfurther

reductionofcomputersize,lowcostandlesspower.

4.FourthGenerationComputer(1971-1975):computersweresmallandknownasmicro

computers.

5.FifthGenerationComputer(1975-1995):thesupermicrocomputerwhichwasanintelligent

terminalforknowledgeprocessingwasdeveloped.

6.SixthGenerationComputer(1995todate):thisgenerationisknownasopticcomputer.The

electronreplacedtheprotonasthevehicleofinformation.Examplesofsixth-generationdevices

includelaptops,notebooks,andmobilephones.Characteristicsofthesixthgenerationinclude

networkconnectivity,automation,efficientdatatransfer,securenetworking,etc.

TypesofComputers:

1.AnalogueComputers:theyarespecialcomputersthatprocessdatacontinuouslywithout

breakingitintonumericvalues.Examplescarspeedometerandthermometer.



2.DigitalComputer:itoperatesondiscretedatabycountingnumbers.Examplewristwatches

3.HybridComputer:itperformsthefunctionsofbothanalogueanddigitalcomputers.

ClassificationofComputers:

1.Supercomputers:Theyarethelargestandnotcommonnow.

2.Mainframecomputers:Theyarelargeandarefoundinbusinessorganizations.

3.Minicomputers:Theyaregeneral-purposesystems.Theyaresmallerandlessexpensivethan

mainframe.

4.Minicomputers:Theyarehomecomputer,personalcomputer,desktopcomputer,portable

computerandlaptopcomputer.

Partsofcomputer:

1.Thecomputercaseorsystem unit

2.Motherboard

3.CentralProcessingUnit(CPU)

4.Random AccessMemory(RAM)

5.MonitororVisualDisplayUnit(VDU)

6.Keyboard

7.Mouse

Commonperipheralcomponentsforcomputers

8.Printer

9.Scanner

10.ComputerSpeakers

1.ThecomputercaseorSystem unit

Thisisthecomponentthatholdsallofthepartstomakeupthecomputersystem.Itisusually

designedinsuchamannertomakefittingamotherboard,wiring,anddrivesaseasyaspossible.

2.Motherboard:Themotherboardisthemainboardthatisscreweddirectlyinsidethe

computercase.Allothercardsandeverythingelseplugsdirectlyintothemotherboard.

3.CentralProcessingUnit(CPU):Thisunitisbasicallylikethebrainofcomputersystems.It



processesalltheinformationonacomputationallevel.Ittakesalltheprocessesfrom theRAM

andprocessesthem toperform thetasksrequiredbythecomputersystem.

4.Random AccessMemory(RAM):RAM isadatastoragedevicethatcanprovidefastreadand

writeaccess.RAM isvolatilememory,meaningitlosesallthestoreddatawhenpowerislost.

5.MonitororVisualDisplayUnit(VDU):Amonitorisanoutputdeviceusedtovisualizethe

graphicsinformationsentfrom thecomputer

6.Computerkeyboard:Akeyboardisaninputdevicethatisoneofthewaystocommunicate

withacomputer.Typingakeyfrom thekeyboardsendsasmallportionofinformationtotellthe

computerwhichkeywaspressed.Oncethecomputerreceivesinputfrom thekeyboard,itcan

usethekeystrokesindigitalform toproduceaspecifictaskinanysoftwarethat’sbeingused.

7.ComputerMouse:Amouseisaninputdevicethatallowstheusertomoveapointer

displayedonthemonitorandexperienceamoreintuitiveinteractionwithcomputersystem.

mousehasthreemainbuttonswhichallowstheusertoselect,grab,scrollandaccessextra

menusandoptions.Mousecanbewiredorwirelesswithbatteries.

Otherpartsofcomputersare:

8.ComputerPrinter:Aprintercantakeanimagesentbyacomputeranddeliveritontoasheet

ofpaper.

9.Scanner:Ascannercantakeanythingonpaper,anditfunctionsbyscanningittoproducea

replicateddigitalimageforacomputertosave.

10.ComputerSpeakers:Computerspeakerscanconnecttothesoundcardattherearofthe

computer.Somemonitorshasinbuiltspeakers.Generally,thesoundqualityispoorfrom a

monitor’sspeakers.That’swhymostpeoplebuyasetofcomputerspeakersfortheirused


