WEEK EIGHT (8)
TOPIC : COMMUNITY SERVICE

Community Service is a non-monetary compensation work carried out by a
person or group of individuals for the interest, improvement, or development
of a certain geographical area. Community service differs from volunteering in
that it is not always performed voluntarily and may be required or assigned to
a person or group of people depending on the circumstances.

Community Service can be done in several places like; markets ,schools
orphanages, hospitals, stations, churches, and lots more. It can be performed
voluntarily or assigned to an individual or a group of people.

Benefits/Importance of Community Service

Community service is an important social development factor, it helps in
building the society by improving the structure of the community and also
impacts positively on the individuals who carried out the work. The volunteers
and the community people benefit from it, though it seems the citizens of the
community benefit more than the volunteers.

1. Learn New Skills

Community service offers numerous options for personal and professional
development, with one of the most valuable advantages being the potential to
learn new skills. Many organizations are always searching for volunteers to
help with certain initiatives, which is a fantastic way for them to free up time
to focus on more vital work. This is an excellent opportunity to develop vital
skills that can enhance your resume and make you stand out from the crowd.

2. Community Service Raises Social Awareness

Volunteering or community service provides one with a perfect opportunity to
become closer to the community they live in. Community service broadens
your horizons by helping you understand the needs of the society and the
population you are trying to help through the project you are volunteering on.
Reading or hearing about issues is not quite the same as getting personally
involved. It brings you closer to families and individuals in need and gives you
firsthand experience and understanding of the conditions they are in.



3. Helps in Socialization

Community service can serve as a platform for some introverted individuals to
connect and make friends while on site. It gives the opportunity for people
especially students to connect and make friends with one another. Introverted
students sometimes have problems meeting people and making friends, but
volunteering might help shy and quiet individuals with this issue as it offers lots
of opportunities to meet and work with various people. Thus, it is a valuable
experience for improving and practicing how to socialize in diverse
surroundings.

4. Society Development

Community Service helps in the building and development of society especially
when there is a problem to solve that requires financial aid, such problem(s)
can be solved by the volunteers, thereby helping the community to save or
allocate funds to other needs of the society which will in turn bring more
development.

Community Service also helps in the accomplishment of some abandoned
projects, with the aid of volunteers some jobs which had been left over years
due to poor funding can be done.

5. Impact on student’s life

Community Service is a proven way to improve a student’s life. Studies show
that students who volunteer are more likely to get a higher GPA in school and
perform better in other areas of their life. It’s also proven to increase a
student’s self-esteem and help them meet other people and develop
connections with their community.

It helps students explore their interests and identify career goals. For instance,
volunteering at a homeless shelter or a hospital can lead to a career in health
care or social work, and a volunteer position in a trades industry can help a
student to earn money.

ASSIGNMENT

1. Define community service
2. Highlight three (3) importance / benefits of community service.






